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Abstract 

According to the 2012 Statistical Annex of the United Nations, Oman is classified as a developing country 
which started its modern education system only in 1970. Educational reforms were introduced in 1995 after 
the Conference on Oman’s Economic Future, Vision 2020 to meet the demands of the 21st century. This is 
the era of globalization which requires increased integration with the world. Hence, it is important to develop 
a sense of belonging to the world, to be a global citizen. This paper aims to present the advances in higher 
educational system of Oman, including the current practices in Omani educational system and assess if the 
curriculum includes developing global awareness among students.  

The ascension of Sultan Qaboos bin Said to the throne on July 23, 1970 ended the isolation of the sultanate 
and marked the start of its integration with the world at large. From then on, Oman has continued to develop 
and welcomes globalization. Under the leadership of Sultan Qaboos, educational, social and economic 
reforms were made to pave the way for the country to successfully participate in global development. 

According to Hamood K. Al-Harthi (2011), the educational reforms undertaken by the Omani government are 
serious attempts to deal with the challenges of globalization. The educational reforms however should not 
only focus on the economic aspect of globalization but the cultural aspect as well. Omani students and Arab 
students in general are used to the banking model of education. In his Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Paulo 
Freire describes the banking model of education as an act of depositing, in which the students are the 
depositories and the teacher is the depositor. Instead of communicating, the teacher issues communiques 
and makes deposits which the students patiently receive, memorize, and repeat. The students lack the ability 
for critical thinking, to think outside the box. Thus, educational reforms must include a shift to a culture of 
critical thinking. 

This paper briefly presents an overview of higher education in Oman today. It also discusses advances and 
important challenges within the higher educational system towards developing global citizenship. On the 
other hand, the study shows the different approaches that are currently being employed to promote global 
citizenship. In conclusion, the study suggests that in the final analysis, the role of higher education hinges in 
its ability to successfully balance two conflicting objectives- ensuring that education embodies national 
values and priorities while developing Omani global citizenship.  
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