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Abstract  

For the past several decades, the annual growth rate of world population has been declining and is projected 
to continue to decline in the coming years. This phenomenon occurred partly due to a significant drop in 
fertility rates. Globally, the average total fertility rate (TFR) has dropped by half from about 5.0 births per 
woman in the early 1950s to 2.5 in 2010. Malaysia, like any other developing countries is also experiencing 
changes in fertility rates. Thus, the aim of this paper is to examine the pace of fertility change in Malaysia 
from 1970 to 2010 using time series data obtained from Department of Statistics Malaysia. Trend analysis 
has been applied in order to explain the fertility transition of Malaysia’s population. In addition, this paper 
provides a comparative analysis of fertility trends among three major ethnic groups in Malaysia namely 
Malay, Chinese and Indian. The most important findings to emerge from this study are that between 1970 to 
2010, Malaysia’s TFR has dropped from 5.0 to 2.1 births per women and the fertility trends of the three major 
ethnic groups have steadily declined. By 1982, Malays experienced the highest fertility rate with 4.6 births 
per women while Chinese and Indian were 2.9 and 3.2 births per women respectively. This study concludes 
that the fertility differentials will lead to changes in ethnic composition and age structures. It is hoped that the 
findings of this study will assist policy makers and healthcare providers to shape the actions needed to 
improve the fertility rate in Malaysia. 
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