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ABSTRACT 

Since the amalgamation of Southern and Northern protectorates by the Governor- General, Sir Fredrick Lord 
Lugard in 1914, Nigeria has passed through different phases of political development. Prior to Nigeria’s 
political independence from Great Britain, there were three dominant political parties that enjoyed large 
followership based on ethno-religious lines. 
The Action Group (AG) was led by Obafemi Awolowo, Samuel Akintola and Anthony Enahoro. AG was a 
political party that held sway in the Western region dominated by the Yoruba and Edo ethnic groups. 
The Northern Peoples Congress (NPC) was formed by leading politicians such as Sir Ahmadu Bello and 
Tafawa Balewa. NPC was the predominant party of the Muslim dominated Hausa/Fulani tribes of Northern 
Nigeria. 
National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC) led by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe protected the interests of 
the Ibo speaking people of Eastern region who are mainly Christians. 
Intra-party conflicts within AG, election rigging and tribal politics in the early 1960s’ prompted the military to 
stage a coup d’e tat on January 15, 1966. Between 1966 and 1979, Nigeria was under different military 
regimes. 
The political parties that emerged shortly before 1979 General Elections also followed the patterns of 
Nigeria’s First Republic. The National Party of Nigeria was the successor party to the defunct NPC. The 
Unity Party of Nigeria rode on the success of AG in Western Nigeria, while the Nigerian People’s Party 
(NPP) took the baton of Eastern region politics from NCNC. Results of the Presidential Elections of 1979 and 
1983 respectively showed that Nigerians voted along ethno-religious configurations. 
The 2011 Election epitomized ethno-religious divide in Nigeria. The emergence of President Goodluck 
Jonathan from the Christian South- South minority ethnic group sparked large scale violence in the Muslim 
dominated Northern states of Nigeria. Several Christians and Southerners were unjustly killed after the 
announcement of the results. 
Already, top politicians are beginning to use religion and ethnicity as propaganda in order to appeal to the 
consciousness of Nigerians. By February 2015, another Presidential Election will hold in Nigeria. 
It is against this background that this paper examines to what extent will ethnicity and religion influence 
voting patterns in Nigeria’s upcoming elections. The research advocates for a massive re-orientation of both 
the political class and the electorates in order to put Nigeria on the right track for all round development. 
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