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Abstract 

People live most of their times by seeing and experiencing the city surrounding them. Over time, unhealthy 
developments added to this environment through design cannot establish the connection with the existing 
historical structures and cannot become part of a whole. This results in slip of the environment into a visual 
chaos and vagueness. These negative issues play a role in weakening of interaction of the people with the 
environment, and makes hard for people to perceive their environment, resulting in not liking and not 
preferring the environment.  

A study conducted based on these problems aimed to research what the environmental characteristics 
making an environment more preferable than another were. For this purpose, a literature review was 
conducted in regard to the studies about environment preferences, and relationship of the visual quality 
concepts with the environment preference was explained. Using the visual quality concepts, the 
characteristics required to be incorporated by an environment for being preferred were defined based on 
visual quality theories. Whether these defined concepts influenced the environment preference was 
researched through practical study.  

In the first stage constituting the practice section, the group of experts evaluated the photographs of old 
and new views of the Trabzon coastline with semantic differential scale using the visual quality concepts 
(legibility, coherence, perceptibility) revealed by the literature review. Thus, it was aimed that old and new 
views of Trabzon be described by the experts. In the second stage, environmental analyses were conducted 
with Likert Scale of Attitude to determine how the users perceived the old and new texture of Trabzon coast. 
Then, with the questionnaire conducted with the users, preference data were obtained by asking them which 
one they liked among the old city views and new city views and in which they wanted to live. Finally, the 
relationship between preference and liking was examined through the environmental analyses conducted 
based on perceptions of the people. And it was demonstrated that people preferred the old city views that 
are “legibility”, “coherence” and “perceptibility” more than the new views that are vague, chaos and irregular. 
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