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Abstract 

Consideration of ‘Quality’ in architecture is often missing in contemporary architecture. The visual 
representation and the pleasure of the eye have alienated the architect from the qualities of the senses and 
the real “emotional” human needs. This segregation of the human body from a true appreciation of the 
qualities through the senses has encouraged us to take on a research on the experience of it in 
contemporary educational spaces. The intention of the presented project is to explore how some 
architectural parameters influence children’s expression. 

Tangibility could be characterized as the basic distinction between the qualities we examine classifying them 
into two categories; the tangible and the intangible materials. Tangible materials are the actual constructive 
materials whose ‘rich’ surface provokes the tactile senses, primarily, and the rest of them to create an 
experience. The intangible materials, lighting and consequently color give to the space an intangible quality 
which can be mainly experienced by vision or hearing, respectively. The stimuli a person, and more 
specifically a young child, can collect through his senses from a space facilitate tendencies toward the 
provocation of specific emotions such as anger, disgust, joy, fear or sadness. Most of the times they feel the 
need to express them in different ways, as children have higher emotional intelligence than adults. Children 
in contrast to adults use their five senses to experience a space, an object or an element avoiding being 
restricted only to vision. For this reason we focus our research on children (6-12 years old), the future 
generation, to lead to a holistic, experiential, interactive and sensory rich educational environment. 

Depending on how each individual approaches his emotions and subconsciously decodes them, he leads 
himself to some reactions and actions according to the stimuli he experiences. Such reactions could be the 
mobility into the classroom, the enhancement of their sociability, the teamwork, the responsibility and the 
self-confidence to take initiative. These elements are missing from the children of this age at the 
contemporary educational society, and they are nurtured rarely. 

The current phenomenological imprint of the contemporary Greek classrooms is disappointing and a process 
of its improvement is more than essential. The aim of the school and of any educational environment should 
be the multifaceted and multidimensional learning forming integrated personalities. 

The above remarks correspond to the research framework under which the presented project was 
undertaken in a primary school of Heraklion, Crete to a classroom of the 4

th
 grade, with 9 years old children. 

The fact that the desks constitute children’s main owned object in the classroom was the starting point from 
which we decided to initiate our intervention. This featured changes on the color and texture in relation to the 
standard surface.  

In addition to the above research project, a one day workshop took place in Heraklion to children of 6-7 
years old. Children were asked to imagine and draw the ideal classroom for them, which led to conclusions 
about the materiality, both tangible and intangible, for their educational environment. 

The conclusion of the research will help to establish the ideal phenomenological values to a new framework, 
which can be incorporated into the Greek classrooms. The hypothesis is that the creation of such an 
experiential, interactive and sensory rich environment available to children would help them to enhance their 
attention, cognition and psychology. 
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