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Abstract 

Nupe is one of the major ethnic groups in Nigeria. The area it occupies is called Nupeland which falls within 
the lower basins of Rivers Niger and Kaduna in the Middle Niger region. The land is described as being 
generally in the area of low relief and abundant drainage formed by the influence of River Niger and its 
tributaries. Nupe can be seen in three perspectives: as a tribe, as a language, and as an ethnic group or 
nation. As a tribe, it has a distinctive identity. As a language, it is spoken as a mother tongue in several 
states of central Nigeria, including Niger, Kwara, Kogi, Nasarawa and Federal Capital Territory (F.C.T) 
Abuja. People who speak the language are called Nupenchizhi (plu). As a nation, or ethnic group, it evolved 
one of the greatest polities Nupe Kingdom, known both within and outside Nigeria. Nupe of old can be 
described as a nation rich in culture, civilization and power comparable with other world ancient civilizations 
such as Roman, Greek, Egyptian and Byzantium. This paper focuses on the introduction of Islam into 
Nupeland. It argues that contrary to the generally held view, the influence of Islam on the area far predated 
the 19

th
 century Jihad movements in Northern Nigeria. A number of sources through which Islam penetrated 

into Nupeland have been highlighted. These include Muslim traders, scholars, and travelers. Others are 
Songhai, Hausa and Borno axises. The paper also examines the emergence of and activities of indigeneous 
Islamic reformers aimed at purifying and making Islam a state religion in Nupeland. It has been concluded 
that the early Islamic influence on Nupe prepared ground for the 19

th
 century Sokoto Jihad in the area.  
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